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“© What are the causes and nature of Rueumatism, and the best mode of 
treatment to be employed therein 2” 


(Continued from page 122.) 


Mercury has also had its powerful friends and enemies. Dr. Foth- 
ergill, whenever he encountered an obstinate case, resorted to calomel, 
in alterative, or, as he denominated them, tonic doses ; which sometimes 
accomplished the desired purpose without, and at other times only after, 
inducing ptyalism. A late reviewer observes of this and colchicum, 
that ‘ they are remedies of great power, and tliat the almost immediate 
cessation of the most severe articular pains on the supervention of 
salivation, must be well known to every practical man.” ‘Cases of 
rheumatism,” says Bedingfield, “ which had long resisted every plan 
of treatment that could be devised, have at length been cured by giving 
a scruple of calomel twice a week.” : 

But this medicine, however well adapted for hospital, will not answer 
in private, practice, so long as a reasonable hope of relief by other 
means, remains ; such is the violent opposition waged against it by the 
community, partly owing, perhaps, to former gross abuses with the arti- 
cle, and partly to the imposition of designing knaves that dre continu- 
ally prowling around, and crying up the fatal and ruinous tendency of 
mineral poisons, and more especially of calomel. ‘There are, however, 
some cases wherein it appears to be a matter of primary importance to 
have this as an auxiliary; and fortunately they are the ones in which 
we can have recourse to it, without fear of reprehension; we mean 
where rheumatism occurs in an individual laboring, or who has labored, 
under a syphilitic taint. 

The only other article upon which the limits we have prescribed to 
ourselves will allow us to make any remarks, previously to stating what 
experience has taught us is the best remedy, is antimony. This, or 
rather its compound known as antimon. tartarizat., has been long employ- 
ed, in very large doses, in Italy, for the cure of diseases of an inflam- 
matory character; and from the trial we have had, and have seen made, 
with it, particularly in thoracic inflammations, we think it decidedly one 
of the best therapeutic agents, in such cases, that we have at our 
command. 


We are informed ey the Medico-Chirurgical Review, that M. Briche- 
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teau, of the Hospital Necker, at Paris, has been testing the influence 
this medicine can exert over acute rheumatism, when given in large 
doses ; and we are induced to refer to it because, asthe reviewer well ob- 
serves, “ this treatment will be found admirably adapted to country medical 
practice, where the physician cannot visit his patient so frequently as he 
may wish for the purpose of watching the effects of bleedings. It is 
very generally well suited to old persons whose vital powers cannot bear 
large or frequent depletions of blood, and in whom the mucous coat of 
the stomach and intestines is not so apt to be irritated by the drug, as in 
younger subjects. The rational signs which indicate success from its 
use are the tolerance, or absence of evacuation, being induced after the 
second or third dose of the medicine—the retardation of the pulse with- 
in the first twenty-four hours—moderate diaphoresis, and the feeling of 
greater general comfort on the part of the patient. ‘The physical signs 
of improvement speedily follow. 

As there are certain medical constitutions or conditions of climate, 
season, &c. which contra-indicate large depletions of blood (and when 
the tartrate “‘ est un moyen precieux’’), so there are others, ‘ eminem- 
ment phlogistiques, qu’interdisent l’emploi du tartre stibié.” 

M. B. has used it freely, and almost always with satisfactory success, 
in upwards of twenty cases. The quantity he usually exhibited did not 
exceed from eight to twenty grains. Whenever the resolution of ‘the 
disease was once fairly established, it was discontinued. Should the 
symptoms not yield, the practitioner need not fear persisting with the 
medicine, for M. B. has never witnessed any deleterious consequences 
resulting from this treatment. If the tolerance of the remedy be not 
speedily induced, the addition of a few drops of laudanum will very 
generally enable the stomach to retain it. His formula is orange flower 
infusion Zvss., poppy syrup 3ss., and the prescribed quantity of the 
tartrate; dose, a tablespoonful every hour, or more frequently when 
the symptoms are urgent. As a general rule, one or more bleedings 
should precede the antimonial treatment ; but should this be impractica- 
ble, or from any cause unadvisable, recourse may be had immediately to 
the medicine. Where the stomach and bowels will not bear it, even 
with the opiate added, we must discontinue its use. It has been known 
to induce a congestion and infiltration of the submucous tissue of the 
bowels, and even a softening of the mucous coat. The lining membrane 
of the mouth has sometimes become inflamed and even ulcerated during 
the use of this remedy.” 

It may be very naturally inquired, how can you reconcile the conflict- 
ing opinions that have been advanced relative to the efficacy of the di- 
verse plans here briefly alluded to? Plans emanating from individuals 
of high rank, undoubted skill, great experience, eminent talents, endow- 
ed preeminently with the qualifications necessary to insure professional 
success, and against whose integrity the vile tongue of slander never 
presumed to lisp a syllable of reproach. 

Much of the contrariety, we think may, nay must, be attributed to 
the epidemical constitution of the atmosphere which varies so essen- 
tially in different seasons and years, and which, as is well known, exerts 
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a powerful influence over all remedial agents, and in an especial manner 
over bleeding ; so that, as experience teaches us, this may indeed be 
our sheet anchor for a certain period, by which we shall be enabled 
safely to ride out the storm, and then unexpectedly giving way, it will 
suffer us to drag from our moorings and perhaps become shipwrecked. 

Again, with regard to certain articles, as colchicum, cicuta, &c., we at- 
tribute much of the difference of success to the variance in the purity 
of the articles, in consequence of being gathered in an immature state, 
or mixed through ignorance, negligence, or culpable dishonesty, with 
foreign ingredients; to the diverse methods of curing and preserving 
them ; and as respects extracts, to the total want of uniformity in their 
strength, &c., from the unscientific manner in which they are usually 
prepared. 

We are fully satisfied that many have discarded and denounced par- 
ticular medicines as worthiess, from a presumed experience of their in- 
efficacy, when in truth they have never employed them ; but in their 
stead, some of the vile substitutes and villainous compounds that are of- 
fered for sale under their name. Look, for example, at extract of cicu- 
ta; afew grains of this, judiciously prepared, will have a decided effect 
upon the system; whereas pound after pound of much that is met with, 
under this appellation, may be administered, without any marked or de- 
cidedly good effect resulting from it. And this, partly on account of 
the plant being gathered at the wrong season, partly from the indiscrimi- 
nate mowing down of everything that presents to the scythe, and partly 
from the want of a duly regulated temperature, whilst evaporating the 
extract. 

It is for these reasons that Pharmaceutic Halls, like the Apotheca- 
ries’ of London, are so desirable in this country ; so that the stamp of 
genuineness may be placed on all medicinal preparations, and that they 
may be made in a uniform manner and of a uniform strength. But the 
subject must not be pursued by us at the present time. 

Our principal object in writing this dissertation, is to draw attention to 
anew remedy, or rather a new method of administering an old one, for 
the purpose of alleviating the pains and arresting the progress of rheuma- 
tism. This remedy is Opium; an articlethat has been alternately lauded 
and condemned, in numerous disorders. The original proposer of the plan, 
Dr. Cazenave, resided at Pan, which is situated in the vicinity of the 
Pyrenees, distant about one hundred miles south from Bourdeaux. 
This spot is very healthy, and the inhabitants enjoy to a great degree an 
immunity from disease, with the exception of rheumatism, which may 
be considered as endemial. From this circumstance, aided by others, 
Dr. C. had ample opportunities for making investigations and testing the 
efficacy of various remedial agents. ‘The results of his labors were 
made known in a work containing the history, treatment, &c. of all its 
varieties. 

In setting forth his peculiar views in reference to the employment of 
this article, we shall take the liberty of quoting the language of the re- 
viewer,* never having been able to procure the work itself. 


*In the Medico-Chirurgical Review, Vol. 12, No. 32, page 351, et sequent. 
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“ After remarking on the different effects of this substance, according 
to the dose or repetition of the doses, Dr. Cazenave proceeds to main- 
tain that its failure is owing to the timidity with which it is administered. 
It acts in three ways, according to the dose employed. Given in small 
quantities it obtunds the sensibility and brings on temporary relief—but 
the cure is not thereby accelerated. Administeted in a somewhat larger 
dose, it sometimes occasions nausea, palpitations, giddiness, headache, &c. 
These effects are, of course, but momentary, and should form no solid 
objection to the remedy, if it is found beneficial in other respects, besides 
relieving pain. ‘To the above effects of opium (if it be continued), suc- 
ceed others:—the patient does not sleep ; but he experiences a kind of 
delightful ecstacy, forgets his sufferings, &c. ‘The action is then exci- 
tant, like that of wine. In some cases an abundant perspiration is the 
result—but, in both events, the radical cure of the rheumatism is effect- 
ed—that is, with or without the sweating process. 

“ The quantity of opium will vary, of course, in different constitu- 
tions ; but the following is the mode of administration employed by our 
author. ‘To an adult, he orders a pill containing one grain; and an 
hour afterwards, he gives another grain, if the pains continue. At the 
expiration of the second hour, he gives a third grain—and, after a little 
time, he examines his patient. If there be a tendency to hilarity, he 
administers a fourth grain, and so on, a grain every hour, till a complete 
calin is established, or an abundant perspiration is induced. This being 
the case, he orders a grain to be given every two, three, or four hours, 
according to circumstances, solely with the view of keeping up the 
perspiration. 

“In respect to regimen, during this mode of treatment, it is indis- 
pensable, of course, to keep the patient in an even and mild tempera- 
ture, with flannel next the skin, and on the simplest liquid food. Per- 
fect quietude is also necessary. In this way Dr. C. assures us that he 
speedily cures rheumatism, whether acute or chronic, or in whatever 
part of the body it may be seated, without any bad consequences ever 
ensuing. When the disease is complicated with any other complaint, 
particularly with derangement of the digestive organs, it will be neces- 
sary to attend to the adventitious disorder. If the fever in acute rheu- 
matism run very high, and particularly if any thoracic or abdominal 
organ be oppressed in function, or laboring under pain, it will be proper 
to draw blood from the general system, and to put in force the other 
items of the antiphlogistic treatment.” 

This plan was suggested to the profession more than seven years 
since, and we have been somewhat surprised to find, that up to the pre- 
sent period it has attracted little or no attention, save on the part of a 
few physicians in this place. One would suppose that, considering the 
best efforts in managing the complaint are so frequently foiled, we 
should, like the drowning man, seize upon anything that held out the 
least hope of being serviceable ; and that, long ere this, our periodicals 
would have furnished us with abundance of cases in proof of, or against, 
its salutary tendency, Yet so far is this from being the fact, few are 
aware that anything of the kind has been proposed; so slight an im- 
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pression did the perusal of the paper (if perused), make upon their 
minds. 

Some tine afier the appearance of Cazenave’s views, having a very 
troublesome, tedious and ungovernable case,* which resisted every 
course that’ was adopted, and which, after the lapse of many months, 
remained as unsubdued as at the onset, we determined to try the effi- 
cacy of Cazenave’s plan, considering this as obdurate a case, as could 
easily be selected, for the purpose of a severe test. The following is 
an abstract of it, viz. :— 

T. D., mariner, et. 41 years. General rheumatic affection, de- 
veloping itself particularly about the bead and in the lumbar region. 
This man has taken almost sufficient medicine, both as regards quantity 
and variety, to commence business as an apothecary. He has swallow- 
ed, without measure, camphorated eimulsions, guaiac., colchicum, &c. 
&c., and has used externally, blisters, volatile and other liniments, 
plaisters of muriate of ammonia, et cetera, and been bled repeatedly, 
yet all with but trifling alleviation. 

Finding that he was easiest when in a perspirable state, put him upon 
the pulv. ip. et op. with the intention of exciting and maintaining dia- 
phoresis for twenty-four or forty-eight hours; it was, however, impossible 
to induce sweating. 

March Ist, 1829. Has a bad cough, for which he is taking the comp. 
squill pill; labors under partial deafness of the left ear, that is rendered 
worse by stormy weather ; complains of much uneasiness, in attempting 
to sit down, if standing, or to get up, if sitting; experiences a severe 
culting sensation upon passing bis water; this sometimes flows involun- 
tarily, and at others is discharged with difficulty and not untl after sev- 
eral minutes trial. This would naturally lead to the suspicion that some 
serious derangement existed in the urinary apparatus, in one portion of 
its track or another; such, for instance, as the existence of gravel; but 
there is an absence of all the most prominent symptoms indicative of 
such a state. 

March 9ib, he was placed on the comp. antimon. powder, consisting 
of hydrarg. submuriat. gr. ij., opiuin gr. 1-3, et antinon. tartarizat. gr. 
1-6, to be repeated once in six hours. Has been troubled with cold 
chills for some time past, which come on about noon and last until the 
middle of the afternoon. Prescribed sulphat. quinin. gr. jv. added to 
pure water 3j. and sulphuric acid 3j.; thus making the super-sul- 
phate; of this, 3ss. was directed to be taken a short time anterior to 
the expected chill. 

11. The mixture was taken as ordered, and the return of the chill 
prevented. To-day he neglected taking it in advance, and the parox- 
ysm returned as usual ; but upon having immediate recourse to it, it was 
arrested, and did not again trouble him. This affords a striking proof 
of the powerful efficacy of this remedial agent, for such difficulties, 
when the system is properly prepared for its reception. The rheumatic 
affection, however, remained unabated. 


* At the Dexter Asylum. 
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19. Gums beginning to feel sore ; ordered the comp. antimon. pow- 
ders to be given less frequently ; increasing or diminishing them, as 
may be found necessary, to keep his mouth slightly affected. This 
treatment was perseveringly followed until April 12th. His connte- 
nance during ptyalism lost much of its anxiety, and he looked smarter ; 
but still the same trouble about the head and loins remained as at first. 

April 13th. Stopped all medicines, and directed hin to commence 
tomorrow morning, at 7 o'clock, with opium pills, according to Caze- 
nave’s plan. April 14th, visited the patient at noon ; had taken six pills ; 
was walking about his room, looking quite happy: felt as though he had 
taken considerable stimulus. Pains in head and loins have lessened in 
severity, and occasionally intermit. Pulse, full and strong ; slight moisture 
on the skin ; tongue has the same thin, white coat covering its surface that 
has existed from the commencement. Considering all the circumstan- 
ces of the case, its long standing, &c., upon consultation, thought it ad- 
visable not to push the medicine too precipitately ; therefore left orders 
for him to take half of his accustomed dose, and repeat at intervals of 
two hours, until my next visit. 

15th. Found him, as apprehended, laboring under all the unpleasant 
symptoms spoken of by Dr. C. as liable to result from an under dose; 
such as nausea, vomiting, vertigo, inability to sit up, &c. Bowels not hav- 
ing been moved for forty-eight hours, prescribed a dose of salts, to be 
followed by the opium pills, as at first directed, and to be persevered in, 
unless they manifestly augment his suffering. 16th. The nausea and 
other disagreeable symptoms have subsided, and he begins to feel more 
as he did day before yesterday. 17th. Found him eating his supper ; 
says he has not the least pain in his loins or head; and but a little dizzi- 
ness. This last, I attribute, in some measure, to his medicine. Per- 
spired profusely through the night, so that, to use his own expression, 
“his shirt was wringing wet.” This is a fact worthy of notice, for it 
will be recollected, that we had already, unavailingly, tried diaphoretics. 
For costiveness, ordered a dose of salts. Has taken 42 pills withinthe 
last 54 hours. 

18. After using six more pills, he took his physic ; one ounce was 
sufficient, which is the usual quantity he required, previous to going up- 
on the opiate course. During the operation of the physic, the pills 
were stopped; and the saine uneasiness of the head and stomach, ex- 
perienced whilst on the small doses, returned ; upon again resorting to 
the pills, they disappeared. 

20th. Improving rapidly ; feels light-headed, from being too closely 
plied with grog, as he terms the medicine. Pills to be reduced one 
fourth, and to be administered as before, if his feelings and symptoms 
will warrant this reduction ; if not, the former doses to be resumed. 1. 
Sweat profusely through the night. Instead of reducing one fourth, he 
took but one fourth of his usual dose. Lumbar pains returned; head, 
however, easy ; bowels regular. Ordered the pill as yesterday, 24th. 
Lumbar pain again diminishing ; appetite good. Reduced the pills an- 
other quarter. 


28th. Found him sewing. Is sensible of a daily change for the bet- 
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ter. Perspires as much as at first, and seems benefited by it. 26. 
Had a return of the pain in the head, but it was merely momentary. 
No pain in the loins. Reduced his pill another quarter. 23. Con- 
(inues improving; reduced his pill to one eighth the regular quantity. 
A few days subsequently (May Ist), his name was stricken from the 
sick list, and he discharged, cured. He was seen several times in town, 
during the year following, and remained perfectly well. 
(To be continued.) 


SINGULAR CONDITION OF THE COLON.—INTROSUSCEPTION. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]} 


Case I.—Feb. 27th, 1837, was called to visit Mr. F. B., a man about 
fifty years of age. He was a non compos mentis, and therefore was in- 
capable of giving a correct history of his feelings. J found him in the 
following state—abdomen distended and extremely tender, particularly 
between the umbilicus and the symphysis pubis, directly under the recti 
muscles ; bowels constipated, no fecal discharge for three days; the 
extremities were cold, with a slight livid appearance ; pulse hardly 
perceptible. 

Treatment.—First administered 20 grs. of calomel and about 30 grs. 
of jalap, with one drop of croton oil, and in two hours an enema, made 
of a decoction of the Eupatorium perfoliatum and camomile flowers. 
Repeated the injection every two hours. The enemas passed off without 
moving the bowels. The calornel and jalap, in small doses, were repeat- 
ed every two hours, until he had taken 40 grains of calomel. The in- 
jections were repeated every two hours, but without any movement of 
the bowels. ‘The tumefaction of the abdomen increased ; pulse ceased 
at the wrist; the extremities became quite cold and livid; and in 28 
hours after I first saw him, he died. 

In five hours after dissolution, post-mortem examination was maile. 
The abdominal viscera were exposed to view by removing the abdomi- 
nal muscles. The small intestines were very much distended with fla- 
tus, which gave a great fulness to them. Between the umbilicus and 
the symphysis pubis, under the recti muscles, was a large tumor, in ap- 
pearance like a distended bladder ; its color was dark, and it was in a 
state of mortification. I first thought it to be the bladder, but by raising 
it up I found it was not attached to the pelvis. By a thorough exami- 
nation it was found to be a portion of the colon, containing the caecum 
and vermiformis appendicula, in a distended state, so as to form a part 
of the sac. ‘The dictance between the two orifices was about two and a 
half inches ; that is, the orifices of the sac formed by the entrance of 
the ileum and the colon. The sac was quite large ; abont two quarts of 
liquid fecal matter were taken from it. In this matter were large beans, 
cranberries and potato skins, All the contents of the bowels were 
deposited in this sac. | 

Case Il.—March 16, I was called to visit a child about 18 months 
ald, afflicted with spasms. ‘The child had been affected with periodical 
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spasms for eight months, and had had symptoms of them almost from 
birth ; yet it grew and had rather x healthy appearance. The spasms 
continued after I saw it about one and a half hour, when it died. 

In four hours after death, examination was made. The abdominal 
muscles were removed in the usual manner,’and a thorough examination 
of the viscera was made. The general appearance of the bowels, liver, 
&c., was healthy—but on more minute investigation of the intestines, 
we found the jejunum affected with a species of the iliac passion, an in- 
trosusception. About three inches of the intestine fell down into the 
part below, which was ccntracted, and the Lloodvessels partially congest- 
ed. Its location was about four inches from the termination of the duo- 
denum, and twelve inches from this, was another, very similar to the 
first in all respects. 

Query.—ls this a case of congenital volvulus? What is the proba- 
ble cause? Could the child have been cured if its situation was known? 
What are the best remedies to use in suchcases? Neu. Cutter. 


Pepperell, Ms. March 20, 1837. 


REMARKS ON ITINERANTS. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.} 
NO. VII.—-THE QUAKER DOCTOR. 


Or ail the wonders which have taken place in the wonder-working 
world to which we belong, the wonder of the Quaker Doctor might, in 
some particulars, be considered as ranking the highest. We read of the 
existence of wonders in ancient times. We have heard of giants tall 
as the masts of some unwieldy battle-ship, and of pigmies not more than 
an inch or two exceeding the height of the pen with which | make these 
strictures. The latter, if I mistake not, were totally extirpated by an 
army of cranes, which were themselves a number of times upon the 

oint of being defeated before they completed the conquest. We have 
(cued, too, of riches having been bestowed upon persons in a wonderful 
manner; of persons being transformed into beasts, birds and fishes ; and 
of deformed persons becoming very beautiful. Who has not heard of a 
wonderful bird called the roe? It was so large that it looked like a 
cloud, when it was coming from a distance ; it could carry a rock of 
sufficient weight and magnitude to crush a ship, in its talons, and its egg 
was as large as a middling-sized mountain. Aladdin’s lamp was a won- 
der-working instrument. On being rubbed by its owner, riches could be 
obtained to any amount ; palaces of porphyry and other precious stones, 
and ornamented with diamonds, could be erected in a moment, and 
viands in golden dishes could be transported to them from every part of 
the world. In later times, copper and all the baser metals have been 


transmuted into gold, riches obtained from an airy bubble, and even now, 
or but a short time since, soinewhere down east, barren rocks, sterile 
plains and lofty mountains could be converted into fertile valleys, with 
rivers flowing in their midst, with trees of luxuriant growth and great 
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value overshadowing them, and with cities springing up without an ef- 
fort. In all ages, Morison pills, panaceas of different kinds, universal 
catholicons or Indian root and steam doctors, have promised wonders, 
and a wonder-seeking people have expected wonders from them. 

But I was speaking of the Quaker doctor. IL have stated that he 
was a great wonder, and unless the mayie which has been lost will alter 
the opinion of him, the reader will fail in’ with me in believing that he 
was a great wonder. 

He was a wonder, inasmuch as he announced himself as being able to 
cure all manner of diseases—of curing them without the use of medi- 
cine—of even curing them, if it suited the patient any better, without 
seeing them, if he was only made acquainted with the names of the 
persons and the names of the disorders. All he had to do was to say 
over a magical sentence or two, some half a dozen sesame epithets, and 
“thee, or thy friend,” would be cured. In a very short time after it 
was known that he was endowed with such a wonderful faculty, patients 
crowded in upon him from every direction, and cards, with the names of 
the patients and of their disorders written upon them, flowed in from a 
great distance by horse loads. Never did a person advance to so high 
a reputation in so short a time. He was a topic of conversation for 
everybody, and remarks concerning him have become matter of history, 
to be handed down to generations yet to come. All that could, visited 
him personaliy—partly out of curiosity, perhaps, and partly from the 
feeling which induces the Mahomedan to visit the shrine of the prophet, 
and the Christian to desire to visit the Holy Land. ‘There were so 
many calls, and so many communications, that notwithstanding le des- 
patched the different cases as expeditiously as it was possible, it occu- 
pied no inconsiderable portion of his time to attend to them. 

When he had amused himself with their credulity long enough, and 
had created for himself a niche among the wonders of the world, being, 
if | mistake not, about two years, he frankly owned that his “ commis- 
sion” was taken from him, and “thee,” said he, “ must seek a higher 
power to heal thy infirmities, if thee would be cured by a miracle.” 

There were a number of wonders connected with the Quaker doctor. 
By the credulous it was wonderful that |+: should be possessed of such 
a wonderful faculty, for he was believed in reality to be possessed of it. 
By persons of better information, it was a wonder what his object could 
be, for he positively refused any remuneration. These things were dis- 
cussed and commented upon by a great many different persons, and in a 
great many different places, and a great many different opinions were form- 
ed without coming to any unanimous conclusions about them. Many per- 
sons interrogated him, in regard to his object, but could obtain no satisfac- 
tion. He was too shrewd and too wise to tell everything he knew, or even 
in some cases to let his left hand know what his right hand did. What he 
did was generally best known to himself. He generally kept his own 
council. He employed no person to go before him to proclaim what he 
was going to do, orto herald his own fame. He was a man, who, 
though upon a slight acquaintance would not be thought more of than a 
thousand others, upon an extensive acquaintance was found to have 
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some ballast about him. Though he talked not a great deal, and was 
not always upon the gab, there was more contained in that plump, 
somewhat oblong, fine-looking head of his, than every one supposed, 
Though he talked not much, there was no affected muteness, no haughty 
surliness, no defect in his social faculties. 

Such a man would not be likely to tell what his object in such a mat- 
ter was. At any rate he did not tell, and though twenty years have 
elapsed since he allowed himself to be known as such a person as has 
been mentioned, it is still a wonder by a great many what his object was. 
Some may say he had no object in view, but did it out of mere play ful- 
ness ; but he was too wise, too discreet, was endowed with too much 
decision of character, to do anything without an object. The people 
where he belonged, in the town of Shelburne, in Vermont, would consid- 
er it a slander and almost a stigma upon themselves, not to have it 
thought that he had some object in view. 

To come to the ultimatum of the matter, though he never told any 
one, it is supposed his object was to show people what fools they were 
—to show them what they could be made to believe, and that nothing 
was too vast for their credulity. He knew that they were forever seek- 
ing for wonders, and he thought he would give them one worth looking 
at. He perceived that nothing, even a saw-imill, would choke them, and 
he thought he would give then a mouthful for once ; but still it satisfied 
not, and they hankered for more. 

What can be done to convince us that we have reason to direct us? 
To tell us so will not convince us. ‘To use arguments will not do it. If 
one would hoax us into our senses we consider it too much of a reality ; 
therefore we must let it all go, and let every man think and act as he 
listeth. 


MEDICAL BOTANY.—NO. II. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. | 
NO. II. —~CUPRESSUS THUYOIDES. WHITE CEDAR. 


Sex. Syst.—The Cupressus belongs to the class Moneecia, and order 
Monadelphia. Nat. Ord. Coniferz. 

Generic Characteristics.—Sterile flowers in an ovate ament ; scales 
peltate ; calyx and corolla none ; anthers four, sessile. Fertile flowers 
—strobile, with the scales peltate; calyx and corolla none; germs four 
—eight under each scale of the strobile ; nuts angular, compressed. 

Specific Descrip.—C. Thuyoides. Branchlets ancipitous, flattened 
like those of the Arbor Vite ; leaves imbricate in four rows, ovate, tu- 
berculite at the base ; cones very small, angular, sub-spherical. 

This is a large evergreen tree, abundant in swamps in many parts of 
New England, and in other portions of the United States. [tis vulgare 
ly called cedar, cypress, white eedar, &e. The sword-like appearance 
of its terminal branches, from the peculiar arrangement, and compressed 
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state, of its minute egg-shaped leaves, renders it easily distinguished 
from most other perennials, and adds much to its beauty. In foliage, it 
reseinbles nearest the Arbor Vita, or False White Cedar (Thuya Occi- 
dentalis), of any tree in our forests. The Arbor Vite is, however, 
much the smallest, and grows on high land. 

A highly volatile oil is obtained from the twigs of this tree, by distil- 
lation, which is kept in some of the shops, and called by various names. 
The distillers who send it to the city, being unacquainted with its botani- 
cal name, call it what is most convenient, or most conducive to its sale. 
The apothecary usually buys it by the name of cedar, and sells it as 
such, without reference to kind. Consequently, it is often used for the 
Red Cedar (Juniperus Virginiana), and vice versa. It may be found at 
the shop of Brewer & Brothers, Boston. 

This oil, or its tincture with alcohol, is a powerfully diffusible stimu- 
lant, and evaporates rapidly. It bears some analogy in taste and smell, 
as well as in inedical properties, so the oil of hemlock (Pinus Canaden- 
sis), but is a more powerful remedy. It differs considerably from the 
Red Cedar in its physical properties and its medical qualities, and, as it 
is a tree of a different genus, should never be confounded with it. It 
probably far surpasses the Red Cedar as a diffusible stimulant, produc- 
ing a generous glow of warmth, and a tendency to perspiration, when 
taken even in inoderate doses. 

It is a stimulant, diaphoretic, diuretic and emmenagogue, and ought 
to have a place in our materia medica. It is a valuable remedy in chron- 
ic rheumatism, used externally and internally ; and has been given with 
much success in suppressed catamenta. In dropsical complaints it has 
been used with benefit. As an external stimulant it often relieves the 
pain of local inflammations, and nervous headache. I have used it in- 
ternally and externally with happy effect in tic douloureux. — It certainly 
deserves a fair trial by physicians, and its appropriate name given by 
apothecaries. S. A. Tooruaker, M.D. 

Cambridge, March 28, 1837. 
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MASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE FYE AND EAR INFIRMARY. 


We have had it in contemplation several weeks, to republish the very 
valuable, and, to medical men, truly interesting statistical report of the 
managers of this philanthropic institution, printed by order of the Senate 
—accompanied by a report and resolve of that body, highly honorable to 
them as men and wise legislators. A press of matter obliges us to post- 
pone, at this time, all but a part of the report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, reserving the historical and 
tabular statements for another day. : 


| 


144 Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary. 


‘Tt is not possible that, in miscellaneous practice, every physician 
and surgeon can be sufficiently conversant with the vartous maladies, to 
which the organs of vision are subject—-to meet every difficulty—and 
operate with the success of one whose whole life has been devoted to 
one single branch of the healing art. It was said by the celebrated 
Baron Wenzell, an eminent European oculist, of great and deserved 
distinction, that ‘he had spoiled a hat-full of eyes,’ before he knew how to 
operale successfully. 

‘Tt is presuined, therefore, that there is always danger that more in- 
jury than benefit will be derived from any course of surgical treatment 
of this delicate organ, by one who is not frequently consulted, and who 
has not become perfectly familiar with its minute anatomical structure— 
its functions, and its morbid affections.” 

‘ The Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary asks for relief and aid—not 
for itself—not for its officers, nor as a reward for services rendered—but 
for the sick and indigent, who seek its portals from all sections of the 
Commonwealth, as the last and only remaining place in which there igs 
even a hope of relief. Were the feelings of benevolence entirely out of 
the question, and philanthropy, that best attribute of the heart, in no in- 
stance permitted to exercise its benign influences ia the holy cause of 
relieving human misery, the principles of economy alone would justify the 
Commonwealth in making liberal appropriations for this most excellent 
charity. If the citizens of Massachusetts have manifested a perfect and 
ready willingness to support the indigent blind, till they have acquired a 
knowledge of some species of handicraft, by which they can maintain 
themselves honorably, comfortably and independently —surely they will 
not, in this enlightened age, murmur at an expenditure which would es- 
sentially lessen the anmber of those who are liable to become paupers 
from blindness. There are many unhappy men, women and children, 
supported in almshouses, on account of defective vision or total blind- 
ness, who might be wholly restored to sight, and who would consider it 
the summit of earthly felicity to be able to maintain themselves. But to 
many of this unhappy class, there seems to be no prospect of relief, 
They have no means of supporting themselves at the institution, when 
they arrive, until a deliberate investigation of their cases can be had, 
and the success of operations and treatment fully and satisfactorily as- 
certained. Private benevolence cannot maintain the vast number of 
calls made by the poor and afflicted. Patients are continually arriving 
and departing—and each returning one spreads farther and wider the 
benefits and praises of this institution, The effect has been to increase 
the patients till the cases are so numerous as to interfere with the private 
occupations of gentlemen who have been active in raising the infirmary 
to its present rank. No one of the surgeons receives any compensation 
whatever for services rendered to a claimant for surgical relief. Allis 
free—all gratuitous. But the bright plans, the cheering hopes, the buoy- 
ant spirits of those who have been for years in total and unchanging 
darkness, are too frequently thrown back into despondency and eternal 
night in the midst of day, just for the want of the simple necessaries of 
life, and a roof to shelter them until a cure can be completed.” 

“ Although your Committee have embodied as many statistical and 
historical facts, illustrative of the usefulness and undeniable importance 
of this institution, as might be deemed necessary (in a country, too, 
like ours, where all are industrious but the maimed, and all are happy 
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who seek for happiness in a rational manner, except the blind and in- 
sane), yet they would urgently recommend the personal attention of the 
members of the Legislature to the daily concerns of this theatre of be- 
nevolence ; being assured that every gentleman will be strongly impress- 
ed with the justness of its claims to public assistance.”’ 


FUNCTIONAL AND ORGANIC DISEASES OF THE UTERUS.* 


Dr. JosepH Warrinoton, of Philadelnhia, has given to the profession 
of this country a translation from the French, which will be well received 
by all conscientious practitioners of medicine. The notes which the 
American editor has appended, are neither numerous or striking in charac- 
ter ; but we are disposed to bestow upon him distinct praise for exercising 
a sound and discriminating judgment inthe selection of this excellent 
treatise by Duparcque. We feel under real obligations to Dr. W., inas- 
much as he has supplied our libraries with a decidedly valuable book, 
expressly designed to aid usin the management of a diseased organ 
which has never been very successfully treated in New England. 

Part first gives an explanation of the origin and causes of the organic 
affections of the uterus, illustrated by eleven cases, each one being ex- 
ceedingly profitable, if well remembered. In the second chapter, follows 
a general view of the formation, development and termination of altera- 
tions of the uterus, together with details of cases, equally valuable, This 
chapter, however, has a sort of obscure beginning, as for example—“ The 
termination of the development of hypertrophy, which consists in a species of 
exaggeration of nutrition,” &c. which is enough to frighten a pretty good 
English scholar. Sanguine engorgements, simple sanguine congestion, 
hemorrhagic engorgements, chronic inflammations, incidental phenome- 
na of hard engorgements, carcinomatous excrescences, osseous altera- 
tions, scirrhous cancer, sanguine cancer, ulcerations, &c. of the uterus, are 
each carefully investigated. That part of the book, near its conclusion, 
expressly devoted to descriptions of surgical operations on the same or- 
gan, gives an additional value to the preceding four hundred and twenty- 
three pages. It should certainly be procured by those’ who feel the. want 
of sowe concise, elementary essay. It has our best wishes—for the 
translator, as well as the owner, has unequivocally done his brethren an 
essential service. 


The Blind in Ohio.—It was ascertained, not long since, that there were 
five hundred blind persons in the State of Ohio, about sixty of whom 
were at a proper age for instruction, according to the benevolent system 
practised at the Blind Asylum inthis city. There is reason for believing 
that a similar institution will be raised into being in that State, in a 
short time. 


Copland’s Dictionary again.—We are informed by Mr. W. H. S. Jor- 
dan, of this city, successor to Mr. Colman, one of the original publish- 
ers of the Dictionary, that ‘all the merit of assuming the risk to furnish 


* A Treatise on the Functional and Organic Diseases of the Uterus, from the French of F. Du- 
fareque, &e. &c. &c. Translated, with notes, by Joseph Warrington, M.D. ' Philadelphia, Desilver, 
bomas & Co., 1837. Pages 450. 
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the third Part to subscribers who had paid in advance, in the continued 
delay of Gen. Duff Green to do so, belongs to Mr. C., who without any 
other interest than as one of the original undertakers desiring its com- 
pletion, has procured the printing of a sufficient number of copies to 
supply all who have paid in advance for the work.” Mr. Jordan adds 
that any subscriber to the Dictionary who has not received Part IL. may 
receive it by addressing him at 121 Washington St. 


Changes in Diseases.—McCulloch, in comparing English tables for the 
last two centuries, finds that apoplexies and inflammations have vastly 
increased, and consumptions diminished, as also deaths from surgical 
operations for stone, &c. Dyspepsia, liver disease and gout might be 
added to the new productions of this modern luxurious age, in part or in 
whole growing out of the substitution of spirituous liquors for beer. 
The general and cheap use of wine, sugar and good food has, on the 
other hand, greatly circumscribed the march of typhus and other pesti- 
lential distempers ; while the new scourges of cholera, black vomit, &c., 
have taken the place of plague, sweating sickness, &c., of the olden 
time. 


Treatment of Influenza.—The London Lancet, in speaking of the late 
prevalent epidemic influenza, thus alludes to the treatment. 

‘¢In the severe cases, the most effectual treatment w:= found to consist 
in the administration of an aperient, containing two or turee grains of pro- 
tochloride of mercury, generally combined with aloes. This, in all cases, 
was found essential ; and here we may notice the signal relief which all 
such cases as smallpox, scarlet fever, under treatment at this period, de- 
rived at their commencement, especially from purgatives, of which 
protochloride of mercury, and rhubarb or jalap, followed by castor oil, 
&c., were the most useful. 

‘¢ A saline mixture, composed of tartar emetic and sulphate of mag- 
nesia, generally produced in a night or two a diaphoresis, which was al- 
ways attended with relief; in the arthritic varieties, small doses of vin. 
sem. colch., in the above mixture, gave great and immediate relief.’’ 


Introduction of the Catheter.—In lecturing lately on some cases of 
stricture of the urethra under treatment, Mr. Liston made some remarks 
on the mode which he had long observed in introducing the catheter, or 
bougie, in all cases in which the obstruction was not seated near the ori- 
fice of the urethra. He preferred the employment of one hand only, 
the urethra being left perfectly free ; by pursuing that method the instru- 
ment was less likely to be impeded, the natural obstacles met with about 
the sinus of the urethra being more effectually and certainly avoided, the 
patient suffering less uneasiness, and the operation being altogether more 
easily and dexterously effected than when the member was pulled out, 
and the urethra was put unnaturally upon the stretch. 


Hahnemannism.—At a late meeting of the London Medical Society, af- 
ter Dr. Uwins had read a paper in favor of the homeopathic doctrines, 
the subject was discussed by the members. 
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Dr. Ure had seen the practice of Hahnemannism in Germany, at the 
very fountain-head of the “art,” and it was not successful even there. 
The doctrine of “ similia similibus curentur ” was almost as old as the 
hills. ‘Theophrastus was its advocate, but it fell into oblivion, and was 
only revived by Hahnemann, whose disciples blazoned abroad their 
*‘cures,’”’ but kept secret the deaths which occurred in their practice. 
Prince Frederick of Swartzenburgh died under the care of Hahnemann, 
though the ‘ new light ” gentlemen said that his highness was guided to 
his last home by the allopathists. An old lady also died under this treat- 
ment, in whom the globule of medicine was found in a carious tooth, 
which circumstance was considered to afford a reason for her death, the 
salvatory medicine not having reached the stomach. He thought that 
one point in the practice of Hahnemann had been overlooked—their rigid 
enforcement of diet. To many articles they strongly objected. Coffee 
was one which, in particular, they anathematised, asserting that Napoleon 
and Byron both fell victims to the use of that beverage. 

Dr. Addison would not consent to argue on a subject which was so ut- 
terly beneath notice, but wished the world to know in what estimation 
that Society held the practice of Hahnemann—that its followers were 
either fit for lunatic asylums, or practised with the most sordid motives. 
He (Dr. A.) was a very loyal man, and had always been so; but he 
could not help saying that he considered that the profession of this coun- 
try had been grossly insulted in the highest quarters, by the preference 
there shown to the employers of this foreign mystery. Did the court 
ever send for lawyers who dealt out the law in algebraic fractions, or 
bishops who preached by the square-root ? He did not mean to say that 
the blame was to be ascribed to the royal persons themselves who set this 
example in medicine, but those who were about them deserved the se- 
verest censure for aiding and abetting Hahnemannism in the palace. 


The Smallpox exists at Royalston, Vt.—One fatal case has occurred 
at Braintree, in this State. 


College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Western District of the State 
of New York, in Fairfield, Herkimer county.—There were 164 students 
the past session (1836-7) in this school. At the commencement, on the 
2d February, 1836, the degree of M.D. was conferred upon 30. 


University of Pennsylvania.—Four hundred and one students have 
matriculated the present session in the medical department of this 
institution. 


Transylvania University.—The number of medical students in this in- 
stitution the present session is 242. 


Diep,—In Killingly, Con. on the 25th ult. Dr. Hazard Peckham, aged 50 

ears—much esteemed as a physician and a man.—The celebrated chemist 

erzelius has just died at Upsal, at the age of 86. He was the only surviving dis- 
ciple of Linneus. 
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Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending April 1, 30. Males, 20—females, 10, 

Consumption, 4—pleurisy fever, l—inflammatory sore throat, |—marasmus 2—abscess on the 
brain, L—drowned, |—old age, 2—suicide, | —hooping cough, I—lung tever, 1— infantile, 3—decline, 
1—palsy, l—diabetes, |—teething 1—fils, 2—scrofula, 1—-scarlet fever, l—dropsy, 1—burn, 1—apo- 
plexy, 1. 


A BARGAIN. 
A PHYSICLAN in the County of Kennebeck (Maine), wishing to leave the State, would dispose 
of his situation on the most reasonable terms. itis an eligible stand for business, and offers a rare 
Opportunity for any young gentleman wishing to engage in the practice of medicine. For further 
information, inquire at this otfice—if by letter, post paid. 

Feb. 1. tf 


COPLAND'S DICTIONARY, PART III. 

A Dictionary of Practical sledicine ; comprising General Pathology—the Nature and Treatment of 
Diseases, Morbid Structures, aud the disorders especially meideutal to climate, to the sex, and to the 
different epocus of lifte—with numerous prescriptions for the medicines recommended, a class fication 
of disvases, according to pathological principles, a copious Bibliography, with references, and an 
Appendix of approved Formule ; the Whole furming a library of Pathology and Practical Medicine, 
aud a digest of Medical Literature. By James CorLtann, M.U., Consuiting Physician to Queen Char- 
lotte’s Lying-in Hospital ; Senior Physician te the Royal infirmary for Diseases of Children; Member 
of the doyal College uf Paysicians, Loudon; Mewnber of tie stedical and Chirurgical Societies of Lon- 
don and Berlia, &c. This day published by W. D. ‘TICKNOR, corner of Washington and school- 
streets. March 8 


PROLAPSUS UTERI CURED BY EXTERNAL APPLICATION, 

DR. A. G. SUPPORTER is offered to those aiflicled with Prolapsus 
Oceri, aad older diserses depending upon relaxation of the abdominal muscles, as an instrument in 
every way caiculated for relief and pec tnent restoration to health. When this instrument is care- 
fully aad propersy titted to the fora of Luepatient, itiuvariably affords the most immediate immunity, 
fromthe disiressing*s dragging and bearing down”? sensations which accompany nearly all visceral dis- 
place meais of the abdomen, and its skilful appleation is always followed by an early Coutessicn of 
ra.lical relief frou the patieat herself. Supporter ts of simple Construction, and can be applied by 
the prtient without fucther aid. Within the tast two years 7vU of the Utero-Abdominal Supporters 
have been applied with the most happy results. 

‘Lae very greet success which this sstrument has met, warrants the assertion, that its examination 
by the Paysician will induce hii to discard the disgusting pessary hitherto im use. is gratifying to 
state, that it as ust the decided approbition of every meuber of the Medical Faculty who has ap- 
plied it, as Well as every patient who has worn it. 

Lae sapsertvers hiviag beeu appointed ageuts for the sale of the above instruments, all orders ad- 
dressed to thei will be promptly attended to. Price, 

Lows Boston; Davin Portsmouth, N. H.; Josaua Durcin, Portland, Me., 
JoserH Batcnu, Ja. Providence, R.1.; ELisha Eowarps, Springtield, Mass. ; N.S. Worpen, 
Bridgeport, Coun. Oct. 5—tm 


VACCINE VIRUS. 

Puysicrans in any part of the United States way hereafter be furnished with pure vaccine virus, hy 
addressing the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal—inclusing one dollar. Letters must 
be post-paid, or they will vot be taken from the Post Office. ‘The virus will invariably be sent by the 
first mail, unless some other mode of conveyance is directed, Ten charged quills, an ample quan- 
tity for meeting any sudden einergency, and Certainly sufficient to propagate a supply from, will be 
secureiy packed in aletter, The gentleman who bas undertaken to keep the virus, will faithfully 
supply that which is positively genuine and recently taken, 1¢ will also be furnished on application 
atthe Medical Journal office. é 


MEDICAL TUITION. 
Tue subscribers have recently made some additional arrangements for the instruction of medical 
students. A suitable room is provided, as heretofore, for the use of the pupils ; the necessary books 
are suppiied; aud a systematic course of study is recommended. Personal instruction is given to 
each papil in each of the several departinents of medical Knowledge. Every facility is provided for 
the cultivation of practical anatomy, which the present improved state of the law permits. This 
department will receive the Constant attention of one of the subscribers, who will always give such 
aid and instruction as the pupils may need. 
The pupils have free adinission to the lectures on Anatomy, and on Surgery, in the Medical School 
of Harvard University, and to all the practice of the Massachusetts General Hospital; and generally 
they have opportunity to attend private surgical operations. 
The terms are, 3100 per annuin ; to be paid in advance. 
JOHN C. WARREN, 
GEORGE HAYWARD, 
Boston, October, 1835. June 15—eoptf ENOCH HALE, 
J. M. WARREN. 


TIE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, IR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications 
mist be adtressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 
numbers of the preceding month, stitched in acover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D, Editor.—Price $3,008 
vear in advance, $3.50 after three months, and 34,00 if not paid within the year.—Agents allowed 
every seventh copy gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance, oF 
satisfactury reference.—Postage the same as fur a newspaper. 
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